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LSRC Purchases
additional land

Existing field

New field

When the original land purchase was made back in 1999 it was always felt that
space would be a bit tight. We knew then that the soccer pitch would have to
be shorter than the minimum recommended length, and that the cricket bound-
ary would be no larger than the minimum radius. However, we did not have
funds to buy more land, and even if we had, there was none suitable available.

However, tennis is thriving, and the rapid successful growth of junior soccer
through the Cubs, and Cricket through the Kwik cricket had made it clear that
unless we could do something about the space available we would not be able
to meet the aspirations of those playing, and neither would we be able to fully
implement our sports development plans. Because we were unable to move
pitch markings we found that excessive wear around the goal areas could not
get sufficient rest between seasons. With this in mind at around Christmas
time we started to speak to Chris and Eric Gill, who farmed a 1 hectare field to
the south of the existing site , and finally bought, exchanged and completed on
the land in early June.

We have applied for planning consent for change from Agricultural to recrea-
tional use, the removal of the intervening hedge, and to bring the level of the
land up to the existing field (the new one falls away to the south and west).
This will all take time and money, but the trustees are confident that within a
year or two the community will have a facility that will cater for any usage in
the foreseeable future. We apologise in advance for any disturbance caused,
and will make every practicable effort to minimise this. Additional benefits will
be the access to an from the Yates Community Orchard is now secured, the
cricket nets will be able to be sited in the correct orientation, and once the
cricket square is moved about 11 metres south (another project) the cricket
field will be one of the best in the county. Despite the cost, the Trustees are
confident that the LSRC will be able to fund the capital required through exist-
ing revenue streams and planned fundraising.




Summer Ball 2009

This year the LSRC President's Summer Ball
was held on 4th July, American Independence Day
(purely a coincidence) . The weather was fine and
the view of the Malvern’s from the Sports Club was
spectacular. This year we had a larger marquee,
and the comfort of our guests was greatly en-
hanced as a result.

As usual the décor was very professionally done
by Jane Foreman , and her team of Di Badger,
Joy Tinson and Jackie Newman. Again, as usual
they managed to come in under budget (thank you
ladies!).

After a rest last year Simon Badger returned as
Chef, over one hundred and seventy guests en-
joyed an expertly prepared and delivered five
course meal. The Front of House was very profes-
sionally managed by Amanda Badger and her
team, | doubt if anyone else could have done it
better. Rod Stroud , Marc Selby and Charlie
York Brooks fronted the bar. All of the above
gave their services for free, the LSRC and the
community has every cause to be very grateful for
this generous contribution

Our President, Phil Badger gave his usual very
low key address, and even managed to slot in a
few new jokes this year! After the raffle was col-
lected the guests were very quickly on the dance
floor and danced the night away to VJ, who kept
us all entertained with hits from various music gen-
res.

It was very pleasing to see a lot of new faces at
the ball, particularly the group from the Cubs
Chairman's table and the FOCLS group. We ex-
pect them back next year as they had such a good
time. As usual the guest list was oversubscribed,

and we apologise to anyone who was too late to
get a ticket, better luck next year! Get your cheque
in as soon as you can after the invitations go out!
for your diary, the ball will be held next year on
July 10th.

Some Lenches residents will have noticed that a
ball also took place in the same marquee on the
Friday night. This was at the request of the Droit-
wich Hospital, who have an annual charity ball .
We were happy to agree to this as not only is it in
a good cause, but economies of scale enabled
both parties to reduce their costs and thereby in-
crease their fundraising amount. Our apologies to
anybody inconvenienced by the amount of music
over the weekend, in our defence, it's only once a
year.

LSRC 12th AGM

This took place on 21st May 2009 at the Pavilion,
a quorate was present. There were no resolutions.

The outgoing Chairman Tom Cain thanked those
present for their attendance and gave a brief but
comprehensive reports on progress since the last
AGM. The LSRC is in good financial shape and all
sports are in rude health, especially Junior Sports,
which are growing in line with development plans.

The Treasurer Sarah Roberts gave the financial
report, which showed the LSRC holding £6257 in
the bank at the end of the financial year, plus
£3000 in a sinking fund bond. The year end ac-
counts were duly adopted by the meeting.

The Secretary Dave Burns made a short report
which included membership numbers (stable) ,
activity (rising) and estimated usage (about 10000
footfall per year) .

Under the rules Tom Cain and Charlie York-
Brooks stood down but both were available for re-
election (Tom not wishing to remain Chairman due
to other commitments) . There was one other va-
cancy for which Chris Brown was nominated and
prepared to stand. Following a vote all the above
were re-elected/elected and Neil Curnock was
elected Chairman. Tennis, Football and Cricket
section reports were made. The new Chairman
thanked the outgoing Chairman for his tenure and
the meeting closed.

Following the LSRC AGM the Yates Orchard

Group carried out their own AGM




FRAME Pilot Event goes very well

Last year FRAME was formed. This is a group
dedicated to bringing music and the arts into the
Lenches Community. FRAME stands for Festival
of Rural Arts Music and Entertainment. In 2008 the
group put on a trial festival at six weeks notice and
feedback was clear. People had a great time and
wanted this to be an annual event. As a result the
festival will follow the LSRC Summer ball each
year in order to take advantage of the Marquee for
shelter or shade.

This year FRAME ran the festival as a full pilot
scheme in order to establish what would need to
be done to carry on the event on an ongoing basis.
Grant for this were received from Church Lench

PC, Worcestershire County Council and Wy-

Video is on You Tube as ‘Church Lench Frame 2009’

chavon District Council So what happened this : : : :
year? talking point of the show, with their Jazz Band and

Barbershop , their performance was both profes-
From noon a Shooting Stars Circus skills work- | | sional, and very entertaining. The Barbershop Boys
shop involved children from the Cubs, who had | were superb, and it was great to see young men
earlier had their end of season presentations, and| |singing and looking as if they enjoyed it. Many thank
children from the Lenches First School. While this | | to Phil Bullas for bringing them all along, it'’s clear to
was going on the Bar, BBQ and Tea Room got es- | | see why they were asked to play at the prestigious
tablished and at about 1 pm the music began Upton Jazz Festival.

At the Festival was the Alcester Victoria Silver Rock and Pop were provided by the Funky Junky
Band, conducted by Gordon Hartley-Bennet, who | | Monkeys from Malvern, and local bands The Lench
added to the summer atmosphere by playing a||Mob, and The Wurzel Gummidge Overdrive  with
wide selection of music over two half hour periods. | | Annette Sheen singing with both groups during the

event, which ended at about 8pm.
Worcestershire DFY Dance Group gave a very

ethereal dance performance which was enjoyed by | | FRAME ‘10 will be on Sunday 11th July 2010 . Day
the dance aficionado’s in the audience, as was the | |tickets only £3 per person, £10 per family. Under 5’s
Ceroc master class and dance exhibition by Phil | |free. Our grateful thanks to the event sponsors and
Webb and partner . The author of this article had | | our Grant Aid bodies. (see below)

a go, and despite the late realisation that he had
two left feet enjoyed himself very much.

o VWYCHAVON
o VVWUI UGOLGTI Ol IO DISTRICT COUNCIL

ood services, good value

Local acoustic talent was embraced in an impres-
sive flute recital by Olivia Crowe , a violin and
banjo performance by Sam Carroll and her dad,
and maybe the highlight of this section, a guitar
and song performance by 9 year old Carys
Selvey, who impressed everybody with a polished
performance using her own songs. A choral inter-
lude was provided by Wyred Up, a group of sing-
ers of gospel and jazz from Wyre Piddle who gave
a very lively performance of some old classics.

Folk was represented by some pieces from Mandy
and Paul on hammer dulcimer, harmonica and
vocal. Many thanks to them for giving their time,
and apologies for the sound system, which we will

improve next year. Chl_JrCh Lench
Parish Council

Prince Henry’'s High School provided a major




Orchard—Gazebo Completed

Following the official opening of the Yates Com-
munity Orchard by the Duke of Kent, 2009 saw the
completion of the Orchard Gazebo by Jim
O’Boyle of Shed and Shelter at Abotts Morton.
This was funded by a Grant from Welcome to Our
Future. The old Hen House and corrugated steel
shack has been cleared, and the summer house
relocated into the bee hive area, where it is now
used to store the beekeepers equipment. The ga-
zebo is six sided and can seat up to twenty (at a
push). Jim has landscaped the surrounding area
and installed a water butt for our use. Completion
of the Gazebo, and the fencing (which was mostly
funded by a Wychavon District Council ~ Grant)
has now completed phase one of the capital im-
provements.

The main intention of the gazebo is to provide
shelter for orchard users when it rains, and a cov-
ered classroom area for the children from the
‘Forest School’. However, when coupled with the
picnic benches in the orchard it is an ideal spot for
a family picnic, games of hide and seek, recrea-
tional painting, or just somewhere to sit and relax.

A living willow shelter has been created for the use
of the children, which is sited in the southeast cor-
ner of the orchard. The team have also cleared
space for a ‘den’ in the wooded area to the west,
which gives users a chance to sit and wait for the
wildlife to appear. During the most recent mowing
session at least four species of butterfly were spot-
ted. We have never carried out a proper audit of
the species in the orchard, but as there are a vari-
ety of habitats there are probably lots of different
creatures and insects . Anyone interested?

At the time of writing the egg plums are almost fin-
ished, but there are plenty of Damsons, apples of
a number of varieties, and conference pears com-
ing along. Blackberries are now ready to pick. Any-

one in the community is welcome to come and help
themselves.

The orchard is maintained volunteers. Most of the
heavy work has been done, but there is always rou-
tine maintenance to be done such as mowing, strim-
ming, brush cutting, pruning, clearing brambles etc.
This is carried out on the last Sunday of each month
and new volunteers are always welcome. Our
thanks are due to Doug Barlow, Bill Campbell,
Jonathan Hazlewood and Geoff Dainty who car-
ried out the bulk of the work clearing and pruning. If
you want to help please either just turn up on that
day or contact Bill Campbell on 01386871780.

Lenches Lions

How would the Lions fare in 2008/09 was the
guestion on everyone's minds.

The Lions had won the division 4 title at a can-
ter the previous season, and were looking for-
ward to the challenge of life in division 3. Spir-
its were high and the feeling was that the team
were well equipped to face the anticipated bet-
ter opposition that would be encountered this
season. A tense season ensued with the Lions
eventually finishing in 7th place with a record of
played 18, won 6, drew 4 and lost 8. Player of
the season was Gavin Ayliffe and top goal
scorer was Tom Waghorn.

Thanks go to sponsor John Mitchell of M.V.S
Evesham Limited for the new kit and to all the
Ground staff at the L.R.S.C for the excellent
facilities that they continue to provide.

If you are interested in playing for Lenches Li-
ons or would just like to come training to keep
fit please call Emerson Paul on 07834
871902.




LSRC Summer Coaching— another unqualified success

Afternoon session, last day
Ann, Coaches, assistants and children

For the third year running the LSRC has ran a
summer coaching school at the sports ground in
Church Lench. This consisted of a three morning
or afternoon coaching period over three days, on
the first and third weeks in August. The children
were between 5 and 12 years of age. A total of
155 children attended over the two weeks.

The children are all in groups of about 14 children
of a similar age with a carer looking after each
group. They had one hours coaching in each of the
three sports (tennis, cricket and soccer) over each
of the three days, with a brief break in between for
drinks and a short rest (we suspect this is as much
for the benefit of the coaches as the children,
where do they get the energy from?). All of our
coaches are professional coaches with the appro-
priate governing body coaching certificates and
CRB checks.

Our coaches were Andrew Reynolds , Marc
Kings and Keith Mitchell . Andrew and Keith
coached our weekly tennis and Kwik Cricket
courses respectively, and Marc is the lead coach
on Sunday for the Cubs, our local junior soccer
club. They were ably assisted by Mark Bellamy
who is a qualified soccer and cricket coach and
Lucy Klein and Laura Bradley who were assist-
ing the tennis and soccer coaches .

None of this would have been possible without the
very hard work and marketing skills of Ann
Quickenden , who never ceases to amaze us with
her organisational skills and dedication. Marketing
the courses, sorting out groups according to age,
trying to keep siblings together, making sure that
all the necessary documentation is in order, col-
lecting fees, organising coaches, recruiting helpers

etc. etc. is all down to Ann. Without her we would
really struggle. Fortunately she has managed to ac-
cumulate some dedicated helpers such as Hilary
Bond, Jenny Dainty, Geoff Dainty, Pat Moss,

Maggie Stroud, Chris Pugh, Anne Umbers, Chris

York-Brooks, Carol Jones and Gillian Fraser .
These made sure that all the children were ac-
counted for at handover, sorted out their drinks and
biscuits, and tend to any other problems that might
arise. Luckily they were under employed in that area!

The first week the weather was not so good, but for-
tunately Ann had arranged alternative wet weather
venues. The second week was much better and as a
consequence much less fraught for the helpers! At
the end of each week all the children received certifi-
cates of participation. The coaches all commented on
the very high standard of play they had seen, and of
particular note was the behaviour of the children.
Parents were congratulated by all the staff and help-
ers on the politeness and good manners that all the
children had demonstrated. It is so good to see that
comments that our society is ‘broken’ cannot be uni-
versally applied.

Ann Quickenden,
always informing us on what's going on

There will be another Summer School next year, and
hopefully Ann will agree to supervise the organisation
for us again. If anyone would like to join our volun-
teers to assist her she will be very pleased. Summer
Schools next year will be on Monday August 2nd to
4th and Monday August 16th to 18th.

The LSRC wish to thank Ann, the coaches, the help-
ers and all who helped to make this yet another en-
joyable event for so many people. In particular our
thanks to the parents and children, without your sup-
port this event would not be the pleasure it is to run.




